FOREWORD

AS a result of scientific investigation carried out
in recent years in this and other countries,, we
know very much more than we did, say, twenty
years ago, about the properties of building materials
and methods of construction. Reasons for troubles
that occur from time to time have been made clear and
suggestions for avoiding them advanced. It is
obviously desirable that as soon as the new information
has been sifted and tested, it should be expressed in
terms of day-to-day practice so as to promote its
effective use. The scientific worker is not always the
best person to do this. From the nature of his work
he may not be able to combine in himself both the
specialist scientific knowledge necessary for the con-
duct of research and the intimate familiarity with
everyday practice which is necessary to make the work
of interpretation effective. Indeed, there may well
be several stages in the translation of the written
record of scientific work into a statement of conclusions
in terms of practice. In this process qualified men
engaged in the industry must play their part.

It is for this reason that volumes such as the one
now presented by Mr. Guim are so much to be
welcomed. He has evidently made an extensive study
of available scientific information and turned his
experience in practice to good purpose in applying it
to domestic construction. As one who has been
engaged now for a good many years on the research
side, I have a lively appreciation of the difficulty of
presenting results in a form which will " get them
across" ; and scientific workers generally must
welcome the co-opefation of those who, like Mr. Gurm,
combine a critical appreciation of the results of
research with thorough knowledge of practice and
who are, therefore, well qualified for this task.

While I cannot lay claim to the author's intimate
practical knowledge or even pretend to be able to
express any opinion on all the suggestions advanced,
it seems to me that the volume represents a welcome
contribution to the advance of building construction.
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